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Press release

Welcome to the jungle
New Rainforest House opens at Tierpark Berlin

A narrow path winds through lush vegetation, where brightly coloured birds sing their exotic
songs. From a small clearing, crocodiles can be seen lazing on the riverbank. A few metres
away, leopards roam through tall grasses, the world’s largest poisonous snake curls up
inside a ruin, and a tree kangaroo climbs to surprising heights directly over visitors’ heads.
Welcome to Berlin’s wildest jungle!

This fascinating tropical rainforest is now right here in the German capital. After two years of
renovation work, Tierpark Berlin’s venerable Alfred Brehm building reopens to visitors on

17 July 2020 with a brand-new look. “As our new Rainforest House, the renovated Alfred
Brehm building whisks guests away to the tropical islands of Southeast Asia,” says Zoo and
Tierpark Director Dr Andreas Knieriem. “Many aspects of the historic building, which was the
largest animal house in the world when it first opened in 1963, no longer met the demands
and requirements of modern animal keeping.” Where previously a large number of different
big cats were housed close together in a confined space, the building’s inhabitants now have
far more spacious and varied habitats that are designed to resemble their natural homes in
the wild. By filling the moats in the two rock halls, ample areas were created for the
Tierpark’s Sumatran tigers and Malayan sun bears, which visitors can now view up close
thanks to the large panoramic windows. The former bird display cases have been converted
into close-to-nature terrariums for reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates. And with plenty of
new plants and trees, the walk-through Tropical Hall at the heart of the building truly lives up
to its name, providing a varied habitat for flying foxes, crocodiles and exotic birds. The areas
outside the Alfred Brehm building have also been given a makeover: Javan and clouded
leopards can now climb skywards thanks to suspended net platforms, as can the
Goodfellow’s tree kangaroos. These endangered marsupials are new to Tierpark Berlin and
their walk-through habitat offers an exciting experience for visitors.

‘I am pleased that state funds of around €4.4 million have enabled us to take another
important step towards modernising Tierpark Berlin,” says Berlin’s finance minister Dr
Matthias Kollatz. “The Tierpark has grown increasingly popular in recent years, and is now
gaining greater recognition beyond the borders of Berlin.” Additional generous support for the
modernisation of the Alfred Brehm building came from the Lotto Stiftung, which contributed
€4 million, and from the Gemeinschaft der Férderer von Zoo und Tierpark Berlin (Society of
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Zoo and Tierpark Patrons), which provided €750,000 towards the construction of the sun
bear enclosure and other parts of the project.

But amid all the excitement, the message of the Rainforest House is a serious one: these
tropical paradises — the most species-rich habitats on earth — are under threat all over the
world. “The animals here are ambassadors of their kind and remind us humans of the
importance of protecting and maintaining their habitat,” says His Excellency Arif Havas
Oegroseno, Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia. “Indonesia has been contributing to
the collection of animals at Tierpark Berlin since 1972 through animal exchange and
breeding schemes. And | am glad that this year Indonesia has been entrusted by Tierpark
Berlin to help redesign the Alfred-Brehm building.” Humans are the main threat to the
survival in the wild of the species housed at the Alfred Brehm building. Increasing demand
for resources is particularly evident in these biodiversity hotspots: an area of rainforest the
size of dozens of football pitches is destroyed every minute. Traces of the disappearing
rainforest can be found everywhere in our daily lives — in meat, in paper, and in mobile
phones. Rampant consumerism is responsible for the destruction of our planet’s “green
lungs”. This issue is brought to life in the building’s central exhibition, #tracesoftherainforest.
At six research stations focusing on different areas of everyday life, visitors of all ages can
embark on an interactive quest to discover the many ways in which we can all help protect
the rainforest. “Raising awareness of species extinction and the role humans play in it is an
important task for modern zoos today,” says Berlin’s Economics Senator Ramona Pop,
praising the building’s new exhibition. “We are therefore very pleased that our GRW funds
are making a valuable contribution to environmental education here.”

Tierpark Berlin is open daily from 9 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., and currently as late as 9 p.m. on
Thursdays and Fridays. Face masks must be worn inside all animal houses, including the
Alfred Brehm building. In addition, a minimum distance of 1.5 metres must be observed
between visitors, and the glass panels and other surfaces should not be touched. Tickets are
available online at: https://www.tierpark-berlin.de/de/tickets
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Facts and figures

210 animals (plus four ant colonies) representing 66 species

5,824 new plants — including banana trees, elephant ear plants, fishtail palms and
bamboo

Surface area: 5,300 mz2 in the building + over 2,000 m2 of outdoor habitats
Construction started: 2018
Total cost: Approx. €9.5 million

With the support of: Berlin Senate Department for Finance, Stiftung Deutsche
Klassenlotterie Berlin, Berlin Senate Department for Economics, Energy and Public
Enterprises (GRW funds), Férdergemeinschaft von Tierpark Berlin und Zoo Berlin
e.V., Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia

Design and construction: dan pearlman Erlebnisarchitektur, SKP Berlin Geb&ude &
Landschaften, GENIUS Ingenieurbiro

Original opening: 20 June 1963
Architect: Heinz Graffunder
Examples of animal habitat enlargements:

o Clouded leopards
Before: approx. 70 m2/ After: approx. 390 mz

o Sumatran tigers
Before: approx. 320 m2 / After: approx. 600 m2

o Sun bears
Before: approx. 190 m2/ After: approx. 1.000 mz
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Overview of the animal inhabitants of the Alfred Brehm building:

Mammals

Birds

Javan leopard (CR)

Sumatran tiger (CR)
Indochinese tiger (CR)

Malayan sun bear (VU)
Binturong (VU)

Clouded leopard (VU)
Goodfellow’s tree kangaroo (EN)
Dusky pademelon (VU)

Asian leopard cat

Indian flying fox

Etruscan shrew

Asian golden cat (expected late
2020)

Sulawesi bear cuscus (expected
arrival 2021)

Crested partridge (NT)

Palawan peacock-pheasant (VU)
Mindanao bleeding-heart (VU)
Western crowned pigeon (VU)
Sclater’s crowned pigeon (NT)
Nicobar pigeon (NT)

Asian fairy-bluebird
Red-whiskered bulbul

Bali myna (CR)

Blue-crowned laughingthrush (CR)
Asian pied starling

Himalayan black bulbul

Barred eagle-owl

Reptiles

Sunda gharial (VU)
Chinese alligator (CR)
Moellendorff’s rat snake (VU)
Beauty rat snake
Mangrove shake
Mangshan pit viper (EN)
King cobra (VU)
Rhinoceros snake
Mandarin trinket snake
Blood python

Green tree python

McCord’s box turtle (CR)
Bourret’s box turtle (CR)
Elongated tortoise (CR)

Asian giant tortoise (CR)
Burmese star tortoise (CR)
Reeves' turtle (EN)

Chinese stripe-necked turtle (EN)
Black-breasted leaf turtle (EN)
Golden gecko (EN)

Chinese crocodile lizard (EN)
Bell’s forest dragon

Tokay gecko

Fiji banded iguana (EN)

Polillo false gecko

Bavay’s giant gecko (VU)

Blue speckled tree monitor (EN)
Solomon Islands skink

Black tree monitor

Amphibians

Vietnamese crocodile newt (EN)
Hubei firebelly toad

Malayan horned frog
Vietnamese mossy frog

Chapa bug-eyed frog (EN)
White-lipped tree frog
Reinwardt’'s frog (NT)

Invertebrates

Brown land crab
Peacock tarantula (CR)
Giant golden orb weaver
Black weaver ant

Yellow crazy ant
Malaysian orchid mantis

NT = Near threatened

VU = Vulnerable

EN = Endangered

CR = Critically endangered
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